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95-262 September 1, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
CENTENNIAL TIME CAPSULE CEREMONY 
CHARLESTON --Gov. Jim Edgar is among the dignitaries who will partici-
pate in the finale to Eastern Illinois University's year-long Centennial celebration, 
highlighted by a ceremony commemorating the laying of the original cornerstone at 
4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7 at the front entrance of Old Main. 
Edgar is an Eastern alumnus and a member of the "Centennial 1 00," a group 
of distinguished individuals who have made signficant contributions to the institu-
tion during the past 100 years. 
During the ceremony, Eastern President David Jorns will present Edgar with 
his "Centennial 1 00" pin. 
Others participating in the ceremony are University Archivist Bob Hillman; 
Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill; Mattoon Mayor Wanda Ferguson; and Board of 
Governors Universities Vice Chairman and Trustee Mack Hollowell, M.D., of 
Charleston. 
Representing the student body will be Jacqueline Urquhart, Centennial class 
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president, and Jason Anselment, vice president for public affairs. Matt Piescinski, a 
1979 Eastern graduate, is master of ceremonies. 
Entertainment will be provided by the EIU Pep Band and the Charleston High 
School Band. 
The ceremony, open to the public, will feature the removal of the corner-
stone placed at the north entrance of Old Main on May 27, 1896. A time capsule 
placed under the cornerstone also will be removed and its contents displayed for 
public viewing. A new time capsule, to be opened in 2095, will be put in its place. 
In keeping with tradition, the Sept. 7 ceremony will be performed by the 
Masons, who will be represented by John Louden, grand master of the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois A.F. and A.M., and Jon Cole, worshipful master of the Charleston 
Masonic Lodge #35. 
The original cornerstone laying ceremony was performed by Grand Master 
Owen Scott of Bloomington and the Grand Lodge of Illinois. One side of the stone 
bears an inscription identifying Scott, the date when the cornerstone was laid, the 
superintending architect, George N. Miller, and the contractors, Angus and Cindele. 
The other side displays the name of then-Gov. John P. Altgeld and the six Eastern 
Illinois State Normal School trustees. 
"This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for those associated with Eastern to 
relive the past and share in the excitement of the time," said Bobbie Hilke, Centen-
nial coordinator. 
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"Throughout Eastern's Centennial year we have planned historic events that 
bring the university and local community together. We hope to continue that 
tradition with this nostalgic event marking the conclusion of our 1 OOth anniver-
sary," Hilke added. 
A reunion for graduates of the Teachers College High School will coincide 
with the ceremony. Old Main was the site of the Eastern Illinois State Teachers 
College from 1918 to 1947 and the Eastern State High School from 1947 to 
1955. 
Depending on how well its contents were preserved, Hillman, who will 
unveil the 1 00-year-old time capsule, hopes to recover some of its items, 
including a copy of the invitation, program and proceedings of the Grand Lodge; 
lists of the 1896 Charleston High School graduating class, members and officers of 
the 39th General Assembly and officers of the city of Charleston and local and 
area Masons; the act establishing Eastern Illinois Normal School; and a letter from 
S.M. Inglis, state superintendent of public instruction and from each trustee. 
Other items include a set of coins, including a 2,000-year-old 
Roman coin, silver coins and a gold dollar; copies of four Charleston newspapers; 
an Eastern Illinois Normal School badge; and a number of business cards from 
distinguished individuals. 
Following the ceremony, the contents will be moved to Booth Library where 
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they will be displayed. 
University officials will be placing similar items in the new, lightweight 12" x 
12" x 16" rectangular time capsule, resembling a small safe. 
The articles include lists of "Centennial 1 00" and President's Council mem-
bers, Board of Governors Universities trustees and Deans; a Centennial diploma 
cover; a message from Eastern President David Jorns; the mold for the "Centennial 
1 00" pin; a model of Old Main and Pemberton Hall; an EIU map; a set of Centenni-
al license plates; a commemorative Centennial calendar; an undergraduate catalog; 
copies of the campus and local newspapers; an EIU athletic letter; a postage 
stamp; and a coin set. 
Hilke said some of the items have been donated by local businesses, which 
have been very supportive of Eastern's Centennial. 
"The Centennial Committee also has worked many long hours volunteering 
their time to make our Centennial year a spectacular success," Hilke noted. 
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